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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Ashington. 

Madam  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present,  to  you,  my  report  and  that  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
for  the  year  1961. 

According  to  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate,  the  population  at  mid- 1961  was  less  by  770 
than  at  mid- 1960.  The  total  number  of  births  declined  by  56  and  this  produced  a decline  in  the 
Standard  Birth  Rate  from  16.89  in  1960  to  15.39  in  1961,  which  is  appreciably  less  than  the  nat- 
ional birth  rate. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  exactly  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year  but  with  the  decrease 
in  population  the  rate  per  1,000  rose  slightly,  from  14.38  to  14.8,  which  compares  rather  unfavour- 
ably with  the  national  rate  of  12  deaths  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Among  the  314  deaths  144  or 
almost  46%  were  in  persons  over  70  years  of  age  and  55  or  17^%  in  persons  over  80  years  of  age. 

A more  satisfactory  feature  of  the  vital  statistics  is  the  decline  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
from  30.93  to  20.98  per  1,000  live  births.  The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  21.4. 

The  death  rates  from  tuberculosis  and  malignant  neoplasms  are  also  lower  in  Ashington  than 
in  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

The  steady  progress  of  the  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  National  Coal  Board  houses  contin- 
ues to  give  cause  for  satisfaction  although,  regrettably,  it  appears  to  be  resulting  in  some  hardship 
to  certain  retired  members  of  the  mining  community  who  have  to  put  up  with  all  the  discomfort 
and  inconvenience  of  the  work  of  alteration  only  to  be  moved,  after  its  completion,  to  older  and 
unimproved  houses. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  my  grateful  appreciation  of  the  consideration  shown  to 
me  by  members  of  the  Council  and  the  help  I have  received  from  other  departments. 

I am. 

Madam  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  B.  McGREGOR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Urban  District  of  Ashington. 
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SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  mid- 1961  population  shows  a further  decline;  this 
time,  of  770  in  the  number  of  residents. 

The  area  and  boundaries  of  the  Urban  District  remain  unchanged  and  the  chief  employment 
is  still  in  the  coal-mining  industry. 


Area  in  Acres  6,057 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  mid-1961  27,380 

Rateable  Value  £288,779 

One  Penny  Rate  Produces  £1,140 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1961)  8.787 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

(The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  corresponding  figures  for  England  and  Wales) 

BIRTHS 


Live  Births:  ...  Total 

Legitimate  419 

Illegitimate  10 

429 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  .. 
(Comparability  Factor  0.98)  Standard  Birth  Rate  .. 


Still  Births:  Total 

Legitimate  12 


Illegitimate  — 

12 


Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  Births 


DEATHS 

Total — 314.  Male — 179.  Female — 135. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  

(Comparability  Factor  1.29)  Standard  Death  Rate  

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (heading  30  of  the  Registrar-General’s  Short 
List)  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  .• 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  

Total 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year:  9 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  


Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  

Early  Neonatal  Death  Rate  (Infants  under  1 week)  

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births)  


Male 

Female 

208 

211 

3 

7 

— 



211 

218 

15.70 

15.39 

(17.4) 

Male 

Female 

5 

7 

— 

— 

5 

7 

27.21 

(18.7) 

11.47 

14.80 

(12.0) 

Nil 

(0.33) 

Nil 

Male 

Female 

6 

3 

20.98 

21.48 

(21.4) 

Nil 

Male 

Female 

5 

1 

5 

1 

13.99 


40.82 


The  Registrar-General  supplies  the  following: 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1961. 


Male  Female 

1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  — 1 

2.  Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  — — 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  — 1 


4.  Diphtheria  

5.  Whooping  Cough  

6.  Meningococcal  Infections  

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  

8.  Measles  

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 


10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  1 7 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  9 1 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  — 2 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  — 2 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  8 10 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  1 1 

16.  Diabetes  — 3 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  18  26 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  43  19 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  2 7 

20.  Other  Heart  Diseases  17  12 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  13  13 

22.  Influenza  — — 

23.  Pneumonia  5 3 

24.  Bronchitis  17  5 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  9 2 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  4 — 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  2 — 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  — — 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  2 — 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  — — 

31.  Congenital  Malformations  1 1 

32.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  15  13 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  4 — 

34.  All  other  Accidents  5 4 

35.  Suicide  2 2 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  1 — 


179 


135 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ASHINGTON 


Causes 

Total 

Number 

% of  Total 
Deaths 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation  

126 

40.13 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  

44 

14.01 

Malignant  Neoplasms  

42 

13.38 

212 

67.52 

— 



INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1961 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  cause  of  death  in  the  different  age-groups  during  the 
past  year. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 
1 day 

1 - 6 
days 

1 - 2 
weeks 

2 - 3 
weeks 

3 - 4 
weeks 

1 

Total 
under 
. mth 

1 - 3 
mths 

4 - 6 
mths 

7 - 9 
mths 

10  • 12 
mths 

Total 
under 
1 year 

Prematurity  

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Placental  Insufficiency  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Maternal  Toxaemia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  Abnormality 

1 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

9 

Broncho-Pneumonia  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

l 

Suffocation  (accident)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

1 

1 

— 

9 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  mortality  rates  during  the  past  10  years. 


1952 


Infantile  Deaths  under  1 year  20 

Infantile  Mortality  41.75 


1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961 

9 7 14  17  15  11  12  15  9 

18.59  15.49  29.55  26.09  33.41  24.83  26.32  30.93  20.98 


SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Newcastle  General  Hos- 
pital and  additional  facilities  are  now  available  at  Ashington  General  Hospital. 

The  extent  to  which  these  facilities  have  been  utilised  is  shown  below. 


Specimens  sent  by 

Specimen 

Pos.  Neg. 

Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician  

Sputum  for  B.  Tuberculosis  

17  Not 
Available 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  

Faeces  for  pathogenic  organisms  

. 51 

116 

General  Practitioners  

There  were  38  Sensitivity  Tests  carried  out. 

Faeces  for  pathogenic  organisms  

7 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  

Urine  for  pathogenic  organisms  

, — 

1 

General  Practitioners  

Throat  swabs  for  pathogenic  organisms 

— 

2 

Ambulance  Service. 

This  service  is  provided  and  administered  by  Northumberland  County  Council.  At  the  ambu- 
lance depot,  situated  in  West  View,  there  is  a staff  of  13,  comprised  of  a Driver-Supervisor,  11 
drivers  and  a radio-control  assistant.  A 24-hour  service  is  maintained  and  every  effort  is  made  to 
co-ordinate  the  work  of  different  depots  to  ensure  the  greatest  possible  efficiency  and  economy  in 
the  use  of  personnel  and  vehicles. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Domiciliary  nursing  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Hospitals. 

There  are  two  hospitals  in  the  area:  (1)  Ashington  Hospital  where  a large  extension  pro- 
gramme is  being  carried  out  to  provide  improved  accommodation  for  general  medical  and 
surgical  cases  and  make  beds  available  for  midwifery,  orthopaedic,  geriatric  and  ophthalmic 
patients.  (2)  North  Seaton  Hospital  which  accommodates  convalescent  cases  from  Ashington 
Hospital  and  also  has  some  beds  reserved  for  patients  sent  in  by  general  practitioners. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

The  Chest  Clinic,  situated  in  Lintonville  Terrace,  is  maintained  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  and  two  chest  physicians  attend  each  week.  There  is  also  a weekly  public  X-ray  session  to 
which  patients  may  be  sent  without  previous  appointment. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  Other  Local  Authority  Services. 


These  are  provided  by  Northumberland  County  Council  at  the  Centre  in  South  View  and  some 
additional  services  are  provided  at  40,  Bolsover  Street,  Ashington. 


Clinics  are  held  at  South  View  as  follows: — 


Every  Monday  Morning 

Alternate  Monday  Afternoons 

Every  Tuesday  Morning 

Alternate  Tuesday  Afternoons 

Every  Wednesday  Afternoon 

Every  Wednesday  Morning 

Every  Thursday  Afternoon 

Every  4th  Friday  — all  day 

Every  Wednesday  — all  day 

Every  Friday  — all  day 

Every  Friday  — all  day  (exc.  4th  Friday) 

Every  Thursday  Morning 


— Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

— Birthday  Clinic. 

—Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

— Birthday  Clinic. 

— Ante-natal  Clinic. 

— Birthday  Clinic. 

— Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

— Diphtheria  Immunisation  Sessions. 

— Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

— Chiropody  Clinic. 

— Speech  Therapy. 

— Relaxation  Clinic  and  Health  Education  Talks. 


SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


General  Inspection. 

Informal  Action  continues  to  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  and  in  no  case  was  the  issue 
of  a Statutory  Notice  found  to  be  necessary. 

Improvement  Grants  made  during  the  year  totalled  123,  of  which  10  were  Standard  Grants 
and  113  Discretionary  Grants.  These  latter  grants,  of  which  a total  of  889  have  been  made  up  to 
the  end  of  1961,  were  for  the  improvement  of  National  Coal  Board  property,  the  average  grant 
being  £229  per  house. 

Including  the  10  Standard  Grants  made  in  1961,  the  total  number  of  these  made  is  13,  and  their 
composition  is  detailed  in  Section  D of  the  report. 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received  during  the  year. 

The  table  below  summarises  the  notices  served: — 


Nuisances  dealt  with  and  work 
required  to  be  done. 


Verbal  or  Defects 

Written  Notices  Remedied 


Insufficient,  choked  or  defective  drainage  7 

Defective  W.C.  basins  1 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns  and  service  pipes  — 

Defective  water  supply  and  lack  of  internal  water  supply  2 

Defective  sinks  and  waste  pipes  and  provision  for  internal 

water  supply  3 

Defective  or  missing  ashbins  3 

Defective  roofs  7 

Damp  walls  13 

Defective  spouts  10 

Defective  wallplaster  2 

Defective  ceilings  3 

Defective  doors,  windows  and  floors  14 

Defective  ranges,  fireplaces  and  setpot  boilers  2 

Defective  chimney  flues  1 

Defective  paving  and  yard  surfaces  2 

Defective  outbuildings  4 

Defective  food  stores  1 

Offensive  accumulations  3 

Other  defects  10 


14 

2 

2 

12 

13 

3 

9 

16 

19 

11 

2 

33 

8 

1 

6 

5 

1 

3 

9 


Water. 

The  water  supply  to  the  area  is  provided  by  Tynemouth  Corporation,  from  Fontburn  and 
Tosson  to  Hebron  Reservoir,  and  thence  by  gravity  main  to  Ashington,  the  whole  area  being 
served  by  public  mains  direct  to  the  houses,  there  being  no  stand  pipes. 

Water  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  are  taken  systematically  and  totalled  49,  the 
results  being  classified  as  follows: 


Satisfactory  39 


Unsatisfactory  10 


Sampling  was  repeated  when  the  initial  results  were  unsatisfactory,  and  each  adverse  report 
was  immediately  made  known  to  the  Water  Engineer,  and  he  caused  adjustments  to  the  chlorine 
content  and/or  flushing  of  the  mains  in  the  district  concerned,  forthwith. 

The  incidence  of  unsatisfactory  samples  during  the  year  was  attributed,  to  some  extent,  to  the 
open  reservoir  at  Hebron,  and  to  the  chlorination  plant  there. 

In  September  a fault,  which  ruined  the  plant,  did  manifest  itself,  and  for  a period  of  three  days 
before  the  fact  was  discovered,  unchlorinated  water  passed  into  the  mains,  and  as  it  happened  that 
samples  were  taken  at  that  time,  unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained.  A new  chlorinator  was 
fitted,  additional  checks  instituted,  and  normal  treatment  was  resumed. 

Other  changes  projected  are  the  replacement  of  the  old  slow  sand  filters  at  Fontburn  by 
rapid  gravity  filters  during  1962,  and  the  improvement  of  the  lining  and  roofing  at  Hebron 
reservoir.  Both  of  these  are  contingent  on  the  Coquet  supply  coming  into  being. 

The  water  supply  for  the  area  was  consistently  adequate  during  the  year. 

The  new  trunk  main  is  in  operation. 

Dealing  with  internal  supplies  to  houses  and  flats  within  the  district,  service  of  notices,  in 
batches  to  match  the  plumbing  labour  force,  was  begun  in  1957.  During  the  year  under  review  the 
final  group  was  completed.  In  all,  411  internal  supplies,  with  sinks,  were  provided. 

Drainage. 

198  drainage  systems  were  constructed,  reconstructed  or  repaired  during  the  year,  and  these 
were  all  tested  and  approved  by  the  department.  The  large  amount  of  new  drainage  work  was 
mainly  due  to  the  number  of  private  and  colliery  house  improvements  carried  out. 

Sewerage. 

Arrangements  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  district  are  reasonably  adequate  at 
present,  with  the  exception  of  Woodhorn  Village,  consisting  of  about  15  dwellings,  which  is  still 
without  a modern  sewage  disposal  system. 

The  new  scheme  which  has  been  planned,  is  still  deferred  pending  investigations  into  the  future 
development  of  the  area. 

Swimming  Baths. 

The  swimming  baths  belong  to  the  Ashington  Miners’  Welfare  Institute,  but  are  available  to 
the  general  public  as  well  as  to  Institute  Members,  and  are  open  from  April  to  September  each 
year. 

The  water  used  is  from  the  main  water  supply,  and  is  treated  by  continuous  chlorination  and 
continuous  filtration. 

Four  bateriological  samples  of  the  baths  water  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  they  were  all 
reported  to  be  satisfactory.  Regular  sampling  and  testing  is  also  undertaken  by  the  Scientific 
Department  of  the  National  Coal  Board  in  Ashington  and  copies  of  the  reports  are  made  available 
to  this  department.  This  co-operation  is  much  appreciated. 


Schools. 

All  schools  in  the  district  have  a main  water  supply  and  a water  carriage  system. 

Work  is  in  progress  on  a new  school,  and  further  new  schools  are  contemplated. 

Cinemas  and  Public  Buildings. 

Routine  inspection  of  all  such  buildings  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Smoke  Control  Areas  are  increasing  in  number  throughout  the  country  to  the  benefit  of  their 
residents. 

The  problem  in  Ashington  is  that  of  the  domestic  chimney,  and  it  is  surprising  that  with  the 
daily  evidence  of  pollution  so  prominently  before  the  townspeople,  they  have  not  yet  begun  to 
demand  the  benefit  of  clean  air.  Before  the  war,  as  mining  areas  were  wont  to  do,  Ashington  had  to 
contend  with  the  emanations  from  burning  spoilbanks,  which  caused  amongst  other  things,  much 
discomfort.  That  trouble  was  eliminated,  and  industrially,  there  is  little  problem.  Domestically, 
however,  the  problem  is  visible,  and  the  advantages  many  must  have  enjoyed  in  smoke  free 
atmospheres  on  holiday  and  at  other  times,  should  have  demonstrated  the  immense  benefits  which 
clean  air  offers. 

There  is  basically,  no  barrier  from  the  miner’s  point  of  view,  since  both  the  National  Union  of 
Mineworkers  and  the  National  Coal  Board  have  agreed  on  alternative  fuels  and  arrangements. 

Supplies  of  Smokeless  Fuels,  apart  from  the  odd  specially  re-active  fuels,  are  not  lacking,  and 
in  any  event,  approval  would  not  be  given  Ministerially  if  a shortage  did  exist  of  suitable  fuel; 
that  is,  coke  to  the  British  Standard  Specification. 

What  is  lacking  apparently,  is  the  full  realisation  of  the  effects  on  human  health  of  air  pollu- 
tion. Ashington  has  as  yet  made  no  purposeful  approach  to  the  problem,  but  it  is  hoped  the  Council 
will  give  consideration  to  the  countless  benefits  of  clean  air,  and  decide  the  time  has  now  arrived 
for  the  implementation  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956.  This  was  said  in  last  year’s  report  but  it  cannot 
be  repeated  too  often  in  an  attempt  to  point  the  way  to  better  health. 

A further  three  acres  of  washery  heaps  are  to  be  planted  with  deciduous  trees  in  1962,  for  the 
further  binding  of  the  heaps.  The  Area  General  Manager  and  his  Senior  Officials  continue  to  be 
both  helpful  and  co-operative  in  this  and  other  fields  with  mutual  problems. 

Chimney  firing,  that  disgustingly  selfish  practice,  which  can  surely  be  avoided  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  by  regular  cleaning  of  the  chimney,  goes  on.  A more  realistic  fine  on  offenders 
might  encourage  a greater  awareness  of  the  rights  of  others,  and  if  more  thought  were  given  to 
finding  ways  of  doing  something,  rather  than  reasons  why  it  need  not  be  done,  considerable  benefit 
would  ensue. 

Apart  from  dirt  and  discomfort  caused  to  other  people,  there  is  the  very  real  danger  of  the 
property  being  set  on  fire,  and  if  loss  of  life  accompanied  such  an  occurrence,  it  would  be  a terrible 
price  to  pay  for  carelessness. 


The  nature  of  the  problem 


The  monthly  reports  on  results  from  the  Deposit  Gauge  and  Lead  Peroxide  Candles  are  appen- 
ded, and  commended  to  your  thoughtful  consideration. 


Month 

Rainfall  in 
inches 

Total  Deposits 
Tons/sq.  mile 

Millimetres  of  SO/3  per  100 
Sq.  Centimetres  per  day 

Hirst  Park 

Hirst  Park 

Memorial  Park  Woodhorn  Village 

January 

2.68 

23.45 

3.71 

1.22 

1.65 

February 

0.94 

13.95 

2.43 

1.91 

1.54 

March 

0.58 

11.84 

2.01 

0.75 

0.85 

April 

2.10 

13.10 

1.25 

0.96 

0.95 

May 

1.69 

13.03 

1.01 

0.77 

0.41 

June 

3.16 

20.49 

0.87 

0.34 

1.21 

July 

2.89 

27.77 

0.75 

0.45 

0.30 

August 

2.63 

24.64 

0.86 

0.51 

0.49 

September 

2.37 

17.59 

1.16 

0.77 

0.99 

October 

3.78 

17.56 

1.71 

0.85 

— 

November 

1.42 

10.14 

2.21 

1.09 

— 

December 

2.00 

9.49 

2.63 

1.57 

— 

Rodent  Control. 

Complaints  received  during  the  year  were  again  comparatively  few,  and  were  dealt  with 
promptly. 

While  a constant  watch  is  kept,  particularly  on  allotments  and  open  spaces,  it  would  be  help- 
ful if  the  general  public,  and  particularly  allotment  holders,  would  report  small  infestations  as  soon 
as  possible,  directly  to  this  department,  so  that  immediate  action  could  be  taken  before  the  infesta- 
tion spreads  and  assumes  major  proportions. 

Careless  feeding  of  birds,  and  ‘do  it  yourself’  treatments  continue  to  hamper  and  delay  necessary 
treatment. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  done 


L.A. 

TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 
Dwelling  Agricultural  All  other 

Houses  Property  (inc.  Bus. 

Premises) 

Total 

Total  numbers  of  properties  in  the  district 

9 

8787 

27 

995 

9818 

No.  inspected  because  of: 

a)  complaint  

2 

51 

7 

32 

92 

b)  as  routine  surveys  

7 

20 

163 

190 

No.  of  rat  infestations: 

a)  Major  

2 

2 

1 

5 

b)  Minor  

39 

8 

15 

62 

No.  of  mouse  infestations: 

a)  Major  

2 

2 

b)  Minor  

2 

12 



17 

31 

No.  of  infested  properties  treated  by  Local 

Authority  4 

51 

10 

35 

100 

Burial  Grounds. 

The  question  of  disposal  of  the  dead  remains  much  the  same  as  for  previous  years,  and  there 
is  nothing  further  to  report  in  this  connection. 


Pet  Animals  Act. 

One  licence  to  sell  Pet  Animals  was  granted  to  a stall  holder  in  the  closed  market. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  S ANNUAL  REPORT, 


Year  ending  31st  December,  1961. 
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HOUSING 


Structural  Defects  ) 38  38  63  — 12 

Defective  Food  Store  ) 1 1 1 — — 

Dampness  287)  30  30  40  — 4 

Overcrowding  ) — — — — — 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Insufficient  35)  1 1 3 — 7 

Unsatisfactory  ) 1 1 2 — — 


DRAINAGE 

Insufficient  

Defective  


276)  3 3 3 

) 7 7 9 


6 

9 


SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 

Insufficient  39) 

Defective  ) 


GENERAL 


213 

40 

— 

82 

— 

— 

— 

5 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

661 

18 

— 

28 

— 

— 

— 

10 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

13 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

83 

6 

— 

6 

— 

• 

— 

5 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Bins  

2 

7 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

— 

18 

8 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  

175 

88 

266 

— 

40 

— 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  to  1948. 


There  are  125  Factories  and  workshops  in  the  district.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  in- 
spections made  and  defects  found  during  the  year  under  review. 

There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district. 


1.  INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

i Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  L A 

36 

19 

ii  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

76 

35 

iii  Other  premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outwork- 
ers’ premises)  

13 

15 

Total  

125 

69 

— 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases 

Particulars 

Referred 

in  which 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

3 

3 

— 



— 

Overcrowding  

— 



— 

Unreasonable  temperature  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  



_ 

— 

. _ 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient  





— 



(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  

2 

2 

— 



. 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(not  including  offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

SECTION  D 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  HOUSING  FOR  THE  YEAR  1961. 

Houses  completed  during  the  year: 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  56 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  6 

Closing  and  Demolition. 

1.  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  Nil 

2.  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  Nil 

3.  Houses  closed,  not  demolished  1 

4.  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings  and  not  included  in  above  Nil 

Repairs.  Houses  made  fit  by  procedure  under  either  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  By  informal  action  40 

2.  By  owners,  following  statutory  notice  8 

3.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 1 

4.  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction  — 

Houses  Patched. 

1.  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  retained  for  temporary  accommodation  Nil 

Improvement  Grants,  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act  1958. 
and  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act  1959. 

Discretionary  Grants. 

No.  of  separate 
houses 

1.  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  during  year  113 

2.  Application  rejected  — 

3.  Applications  approved  113 

4.  Approximate  average  grant  per  house  £229 

5.  Total  number  of  applications  approved  since  inception  of  scheme  889 

Standard  Grants. 

1.  Number  of  separate  houses  for  which  grants  were  made  during  the  year  10 

2.  Number  of  houses  provided  with: — 

1)  Bath  or  shower  2 

2)  Wash  hand  basin  4 

3)  Hot  water  supply  3 

4)  Water  closet  10 

5)  Food  store  7 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Ice  Cream. 

Eight  premises  in  the  area  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  though  in  only  six  of 
these  was  ice  cream  manufactured  during  the  year. 

They  have  all  been  inspected  regularly,  and  found  to  comply  with  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treat- 
ment, etc.)  Regulations,  1959,  and  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

During  the  year  24  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  Reports  were  returned  as  follows: — 

Grade  1 — 16  samples  Grade  2 — 3 samples 

Grade  3 — 3 samples  Grade  4 — 2 samples 


Food  Shops  and  Food  Preparing  Premises. 

The  number  of  food  premises  by  type  in  the  area  is  as  follows:  — 


Confectionery  14 

Grocers  and  General  107 

Butchers  26 

Greengrocery  18 

Bakery  12 

Temperance  Bars  9 

Fish  (Wet)  3 

Fish  and  Chips  11 

Cafes  1 


Four  premises  were  registered  as  dairies  and  67  persons  registered  as  distributors  of  milk. 
From  1st  January,  1961,  all  milk  licences  were  issued  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council. 

115  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice  cream,  and  33  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  sausage,  preserved  food  etc.,  of  which  9 premises  are  registered  for  both  purposes. 

213  visits  to  food  premises  were  made  during  the  year  and  40  contraventions  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  were  found.  82  such  contraventions  were  found  to  be  remedied,  some  of  these 
having  been  drawn  to  the  notice  of  the  occupiers  during  the  previous  year. 

Food  Hygiene  Standards  continue  to  be  quite  high,  and  in  general,  only  minor  contraventions 
of  regulations  are  being  found,  which  are  quickly  remedied. 


Food  Complaints. 

Complaints  made  with  respect  to  food  were  as  follows: — 

Glass  in  Milk. 

Mouldy  Loaf. 

Mouldy  Sausage  Rolls. 

The  glass  in  the  milk,  was  a small  sliver  from  the  top  of  the  milk  bottle,  which  was  found  by 
the  complainant  in  milk  which  had  been  poured  out.  It  could  not  be  certain  that  the  glass  was 
ever  in  the  milk  in  the  bottle,  and  the  Dairy  was  advised  to  improve  methods  of  detecting  damaged 
bottles. 

With  respect  to  the  mouldy  loaf  and  sausage  rolls,  neither  complainant  was  prepared  to  give 
evidence,  and  the  bakers  concerned  were  cautioned. 


Food  and  Drugs. 

Regular  samples  of  milk  and  other  foods  have  been  taken  in  this  district  by  the  Northumber- 
land County  Council,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst. 

Details  of  these  samples  have  been  kindly  provided  by  Mr.  C.  J.  Arlidge,  Chief  County 
Weights  and  Measures  Inspector,  showing  that  during  the  year,  249  samples  of  milk  and  63  samples 
of  other  foods  were  taken,  and  all  312  samples  were  found  to  be  genuine  and  satisfactory. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


All  four  slaughterhouses  continued  to  operate,  and  were  granted  a renewal  of  licence  for  a 
further  twelve  months. 

March  1st  1961,  was  the  ‘appointed  day’  for  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  whole  of  the 
Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations  1958,  and  all  the  premises  were  brought  up  to  standard  by 
that  date. 

In  two  cases,  certificates  of  exemption  were  granted  with  respect  to  the  provision  of  stunning 
pens.  These  will  cease  to  have  effect  after  January  1st,  1963. 

Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  during  the  year: — 

Bullocks  Heifers  Cows  Bulls  Calves  Pigs  Sheep 


Normal  Kill  823  571  51  — 2 1091  3707 

Casualties  — — — — — 2 13 

Totals  823  571  51  — 2 1093  3720 


Meat  and  Other  Organs  Condemned,  Surrendered  and  Destroyed. 


For  Tuberculosis. 

Bovine. 

Swine. 

Head  and  Tongues  

3 

Heads 

Lungs  

4 

For  other  Defined  Diseases. 


Bovine. 


Heads  and  Tongues  C.  Bovis  2;  Actinobacillosis  1. 

Lungs  Pleurisy  7;  Parasites  8;  Pentastomes  1. 

Livers  Cirrhosis  (whole)  39;  (part)  353;  Abscesses  41;  Telan- 

giectasis 1. 

Hearts  C.  Bovis  4;  Pericarditis  3. 

Skirts  Inflammation  2. 

Mesenteries  Pentastomes  4. 

Spleens  Inflammation  2. 

Gut  Inflammation  1. 

Tripes  Inflammation  1. 

Beef  Bruising  20  lbs. 


Sheep. 

Lungs  Pneumonia  3;  Pleurisy  1;  Abscesses  2. 

Livers  Parasites  10;  Abscesses  5. 


Swine. 


Lungs  Pneumonia  40;  Pleurisy  31. 

Livers  Perihepatitis  8;  Parasites  10. 

Hearts  Pericarditis  25. 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part. 


Cattle 
exc.  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  killed  and  inspected  

1394 

51 

2 

3720 

1093 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  

Carcases  in  which  some  part  or  organ  was 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

condemned  

Percentage  affected  with  disease  other  than 

97 

3 

20 

76 

Tuberculosis  or  Cysticerci  

7 

5.8 

— 

0.5 

6.9 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  

Carcases  in  which  some  part  or  organ  was 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

condemned  

7 

— 

— 

— 

19 

Percentage  affected  with  Tuberculosis  

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 

0.5 

1.7 

condemned  

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by  refrigeration  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Foods. 


The  following  foods  were  found  to  be  unfit  and  were  condemned  and  destroyed. 


Canned  Goods 

Apples  

Sausage 
Meat  


1056  tins  Cheese  12  lbs. 

539  lbs.  Pies  5 

39  lbs.  Biscuits  105  lbs. 

238  lbs.  Fish  Cakes  66 


Disposal  of  unfit  food  is  carried  out  according  to  circumstances  and  its  character.  Tinned  Meat, 
where  suitable,  is  used  as  rat  bait. 


Other  foods  are  burned,  when  suitable  arrangements  can  be  made,  or  buried,  or  when  suitable, 
used  for  pig  food. 


SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  at  Walkergate  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year 
under  age  groups. 


Disease 

Under  1 year 

j I — 2 years 

3 — 4 years 

5 — 9 years 

10 — 14  years 

15 — 24  years 

25 — 34  years 

35 — 44  years 

45—54  years 

55 — 64  years 

65 — 74  years 

75  years  & over 

Total 

Dysentery 

2 

8 

4 

8 

2 

1 

8 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  .... 

1 

— 

l 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

1 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  .... 

1 

1 

Measles  .... 

13 

112 

120 

161 

3 

1 

410 

TOTAL 

15 

120 

125 

169 

5 

3 

8 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

448 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Measles. 

Following  the  almost  complete  absence  of  this  disease  from  the  district  in  1960  the  expected 
biennial  epidemic  of  Measles  occurred  in  1961  when  410  cases  were  notified.  As  usual  the  children 
most  affected  were  those  between  the  ages  of  one  year  and  six  years,  only  25  being  over  six  years 
old  and  only  4 patients  being  over  9 years  old. 

The  epidemic  began  in  February  and  reached  its  peak  in  May  when  168  cases  were  notified 
and  it  finally  subsided  at  the  end  of  August.  There  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease. 

Sonne  Dysentery. 

This  disease  was,  again,  rather  prevalent  in  1961.  As  usual  multiple  cases  in  households  were 
common,  there  being  5 cases  in  one  family,  4 cases  and  a carrier  in  another  and  4 cases  in  a third. 

The  cases  occurred  mainly  during  the  months  of  February  and  March.  Two  occurred  in  April, 
two  in  May  and  three  in  November. 

Diphtheria. 

For  the  twelfth  consecutive  year  no  case  of  this  disease  occurred  in  Ashington.  There  has  been 
no  death  attributed  to  Diphtheria  in  the  past  fifteen  years. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  vast  majority  of  parents  continue  to  avail  themselves  of  this  means  of  protecting  their 
children  and  during  the  year  473  pre-school  and  50  school-children  completed  a primary  course  of 
immunisation  while  604  pre-school  and  161  school  children  received  re-inforcing  injections. 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

Acceptance  of  this  form  of  protection  against  Poliomyelitis  continued  at  a fairly  satisfactory 
level,  particularly  for  infants  and  young  children.  During  the  year  3,191  persons  completed  the 
primary  course  of  two  injections  and  2,442  received  a third  injection.  In  the  spring  of  the  year,  a 
fourth  injection  was  recommended  for  children  between  the  ages  of  5 years  and  12  years,  whose 
third  injection  had  been  given  not  less  than  one  year  previously.  As  a result  of  this,  5,609  children 
received  a fourth  injection. 

These  figures  refer  to  the  whole  of  the  Central  Area  of  the  County. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1961. 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Age  Groups  Resp.  Non-Resp.  Resp.  Non-Resp. 


M 

F 

M 

F , 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 year  .... 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1-4  years  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-14  years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

15  - 24  years  .... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25  - 34  years  .... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  - 44  years  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  - 54  years  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  - 64  years  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* — 

65  - 74  years 

— 

1 

I 

— 

1 

— 

— 

75  years  and  over 

1 

— 

"" 

~ 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

During  1961  there  were  notified  eleven  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  two  of  non- 
respiratory  tuberculosis,  giving  a total  of  thirteen  which  was  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 
Modern  methods  of  treatment  have  greatly  improved  the  outlook  in  this  disease  and  shortened  the 
time  spent  in  hospital  but  the  numbers  of  new  cases  being  discovered  indicate  that  tuberculosis  is, 
by  no  means,  defeated  yet. 

There  was  one  death  from  the  respiratory  form  of  the  disease  and  this  occurred  in  a woman 
of  71  years  who  had  not  been  previously  notified. 

The  death  rate  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  Ashington  was  0.0365  per  1,000. 

The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.068  per  1,000. 


MALIGNANT  NEOPLASMS 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  disease  classified  according 
to  the  age  and  sex  of  the  patient  and  the  site  of  the  primary  tumour. 


Mortality  from  Malignant  Neoplasms 


Site 

MALES 

FEMALES 

rf 

Si 

«n 

Tf- 

+ 

ri 

■st" 

Tf- 

+ 

_ 

A 

A 

A 

‘A 

A 

A 

A 

to 
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CM 

A 

ro 

to 

A 

to 

A 

to 

to 

o 

r_> 

CM 

co 

to 

vO 

H 

f-H 

CM 

m 

to 

H 

Neck 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

i 

— 

Lung  and  Uronchus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

2 

— 

9 

— 



— 

1 





2 

1 

Stomach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

4 

7 

Pancreas 

1 

1 

2 

Liver 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Gall-bladder  

1 

1 

Colon  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Kidney  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Ovary  ....  ....  

Uterus  

1 

2 

1 

t ervix  

1 

— 

i 

1 'ladder  

1 

— 

i 

Haematopoietic  System 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

2 

i 

i 

Leg  

l 

i 

Total 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

7 

4 

— 

17 

i 

— 

— 

2 

3 

5 

5 

7 

23 

According  to  the  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  there  were  19  deaths  from  malig- 
nant neoplasms  among  males  but  local  records  show  cancer  as  the  cause  of  death  in  17  males. 

The  discrepancy  may  be  due  to  further  information  having  been  made  available  to  the  Reg- 
istrar-General, about  certain  cases  in  which  the  death  certificate  was  indefinite.  There  were  three 
deaths  attributed  to  unspecified  tumours  of  the  brain  and  it  may  be  that  in  two  of  these  cases  the 
tumour  was  later  certified  as  malignant. 


The  following  death  rates  were  calculated  from  the  Registrar-General’s  figure,  i.e.  a total  of 
42  deaths.  This  number  shows  a reduction  of  9 on  the  corresponding  total  for  1960. 

Malignant  Neoplasms  of  Lung  and  Bronchus. 


Death  Rate  in  Ashington  0.365  per  1,000 

Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales  0.494  per  1,000 

Malignant  Neoplasms  of  All  Other  Sites. 

Death  Rate  in  Ashington  1.169  per  1,000 

Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales  1.670  per  1,000 

Malignant  Neoplasms  of  All  Sites. 

Death  Rate  in  Ashington  1.534  per  1,000 

Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales  2.164  per  1,000 


